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Sec. 11. That the expenses incurred under the provisions of this act, shall be paid in 
the same manner as the ordinary expenses for the support of schools in the several 
counties of the State. 

Sec 12. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed in so far as they are in conflict herewith. 

Sec 13. That this act shall take effect July 1, 1914. 

Births and Deaths— Registration of. (Chap. 747, Act Apr. 13, 1914.) 

Section 1. That sections 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, and 19 of article 43 1 of the Code of 
Public General Laws of Maryland, title "Health," subtitle "State Registrar of Vital 
Statistics," be and the same are hereby repealed and reenacted, with amendments, so 
as to read as follows: 

Sec 8. Each election district, city and incorporated town shall constitute a regis- 
tration district: Provided, That the State registrar may combine two or more registra- 
tion districts in any county into one registration district, provided the total population 
of the districts so combined does not exceed 100,000. The county registrar shall, with 
the advice and consent of the local board of health, designate a competent person in 
each registration district who shall act as local registrar, and shall within the district 
for which he is appointed receive death certificates and issue burial permits upon the 
same and receive birth certificates and perform such other services under this act as 
the local board of health may direct : Provided, That when, in the judgment of the State, 
registrar of vital statistics, it is neceassry to appoint more than one deputy local regis- 
trar in any registration district, the State registrar shall authorize and direct the local 
registrar of vital statistics to designate and appoint as many additional competent 
persons to act as deputy local registrars as the State registrar may deem necessary. 
Each deputy local registrar appointed as herein provided shall accept the appointment 
in writing, and it shall be his duty to act as local registrar in his stead in case of absence, 
illness, or disability and when it is necessary in order to promote public convenience 
to do so, and who shall be subject to all rules and regulations governing local registrars. 
No local registrar or deputy local registrar shall issue any permit for the disposition of 
any dead body excepting upon the presentation of a proper and correct certificate of 
death, nor shall he in any case issue a permit for the disposition of any body already 
interred, entombed, transported, removed, cremated or in any other manner disposed 
of except as provided in this act. Each deputy local registrar shall, on the last day of 
each month, transmit to the local registrar all certificates of birth or death in his 
possession. 

Every local registrar shall, on or before the fifth day of each month, transmit to the 
State registrar of vital statistics in the envelopes furnished for that purpose the orig- 
inals of all certificates of birth or death remaining in his possession on the last day of 
the month next preceding, and if there are no such certificates of birth or death remain- 
ing in his possession he shall immediately certify such fact to the State registrar in 
writing. The local registrar shall at the time of mailing his returns to the State reg- 
istrar mail to the county registrar a copy of all certificates of birth or death certified as 
correct under his hand and remaining in his possession on the last day of the month 
next preceding: Provided, That the State registrar may in the event of unusual sick- 
ness or mortality or for the purpose of legal, legislative, or other inquiry, require of 
any local registrar returns at shorttr intervals: And provided, That in case of births and 
deaths occurring in the city of Baltimore, the State registrar shall not require the 
return to him of the original certificates of births and deaths, but only such transcripts, 
tables, figures, and compilations as may seem to him advisable or necessary. 

It shall be the duty of all local registrars and deputy local registrars to receive death 
certificates and issue burial permits thereon, as hereinafter provided, and accept birth 
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certificates, and shall note over his signature the date on which such certificate was 
filed and shall forward all certificates in his possession as hereinbefore provided. 
And shall also perform all the other duties of a local registrar provided in this act. 

No sexton or person in charge of any premises in which interments are made shall 
inter or permit the interment or other disposition of any body unless it is accom- 
panied by a burial permit, as provided in this act. And each sexton or person in 
charge of any burial ground shall indorse upon the permit the date of interment, over 
his signature, and shall return all permits so indorsed to the local registrar of his dis- 
trict within 10 days from the date of interment. He shall also keep a record of all 
interments made in the premises under his charge, stating the name of the deceased 
person, place of death, date of burial, and name and address of the undertaker. 

Sec. 10. Every county registrar shall distribute to all local and deputy local regis- 
trars and other persons within his jurisdiction who, in his judgment, are likely to 
need them, blank forms of certificates and returns, supplied to him by the State 
registrar of vital statistics; shall execute the provisions of all local ordinances or 
regulations not contrary to this act that may be enacted to more effectually insure 
correct registration of births and deaths; shall record in the books furnished by the 
State registrar of vital statistics such facts as may be therein required; shall amend 
his records in red ink over his signature as he may discover mistakes or omissions, 
and shall immediately notify the State registrar of vital statistics in writing of such 
amendments; shall, if possible, keep such records in a fireproof safe. And on or 
before the 15th of each month send to the State registrar of vital statistics all certified 
copies of births and deaths furnished to him by local registrars within hia county as 
provided in section 8. 

Sec. 11. No interment of the dead body of any human being, or disposition thereof 
by entombment, cremation, transportation, interment, or any other manner or form 
of disposition shall be made without a permit as aforesaid from the local registrar or 
deputy local registrar of the district where said person died, or otherwise than in ac- 
cordance with such permit. 

The certificate of death shall be filled out and signed by the physician last in attend- 
ance upon the deceased person within 48 hours after death, excepting in such cases 
where the body is viewed by the corner and an inquest is held upon the same, in which 
case the certificate of death shall be filled out and signed by the coroner. In case of 
death without medical attendance or in case of sudden or violent death in which the 
coroner does not deem it necessary to hold an inquest, the certificate of death shall be 
filled out and signed by the health officer, and in event of the absence of the health 
officer to promptly act, then the local registrar or deputy local registrar shall execute 
and sign a proper and correct certificate of death from the best information available, 
and all such certificates of death shall be presented to the undertaker or other person 
authorized to make disposition of the body. No person whose duty it is under the 
provisions of this act to make out and sign a certificate of death shall make out and 
sign more than one certificate of death, except those authorized to do so under the 
provisions of this act. In all cases of death from smallpox, yellow fever, diphtheria, 
scarlet fever, or other contagious or infectious disease dangerous to public health, the 
interment shall be conducted according to the rules of the State board of health. 

The transportation of the body of any deceased person from one district to another 
district, or from one county into another county, or from this State into any other 
State, Territory, or District of Columbia, or from this State to any foreign country, or 
the transportation of any dead body from any other State, Territory, or District of 
Columbia into this State or any foreign country into this State, shall be under such 
rules and regulations as the State board of health shall prescribe. 

Transit permits shall only be issued by application to the local registrar or dep- 
uty local registrar upon the presentation of a proper and complete certificate of death, 
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as provided in section 9 of this act, or an application for a disinterment permit, as 
provided in section 12 of this act. The same to be accompanied by a burial permit, 
which shall be full and legal authority for interment or other disposition in any part 
of the State. The "burial permit issued as provided in this act shall be full and legal 
authority for interment in any part of this State. 

In the event of the death of any person -without the jurisdiction of the United States, 
or in the event of the death of a person within the jurisdiction of any of the United 
States, where such death is not recorded by the authorities having jurisdiction, a 
burial permit may be issued by the local registrar or deputy local registrar at the place 
to which such body is conveyed in this State upon presentation of a proper and cor- 
rect certificate of death as hereinbefore provided. 

Sec. 12. Application for a permit to disinter a human body shall be made to the 
local registrar or deputy local registrar for a disinterment permit on the form pre- 
scribed by the State registrar. Upon receipt of such an application properly made 
out, the local registrar or deputy local registrar shall issue a permit for the disinter- 
ment. The permit for a disinterment shall be made upon a form prescribed by the 
State registrar of vital statistics under the provisions of this act. No disinterment 
permit shall be issued in any case where death was caused by infectious disease within 
one year, except by permission of and under the direction of the State registrar of 
vital statistics. 

Sec. 14. In the event of the birth of any child without the attendance of either a 
physician or midwife, it shall be the duty of the father, coronor, householder, keeper 
of any workhouse, house of correction, prison, hospital, reformatory, almshouse, or 
other institution, master or other commanding officer of a ship or vessel, and the con- 
ductor of any railroad train to report in writing within four days next succeeding the 
birth to the local registrar or deputy local registrar of the registration district wherein 
such birth occurs the full name of the mother, the full name of the father, if it can be 
ascertained, date, hour, and place of birth, and the sex and color of the child, and it 
shall be the duty of the local registrar or deputy local registrar to whom such report 
is presented to immediately investigate the same and to execute and send a proper 
and correct certificate of birth, as provided by section 9 of this act. 

And all physicians, midwives, informants, or undertakers, and all other persons 
having knowledge of the facts, are hereby required to furnish such information as 
they may possess regarding any birth or death upon demand of the State registrar, 
in person, by mail, or through the local registrar. 

In the event of an alteration of any certificate of birth or death, the facts shall be 
properly certified to the State registrar and entered in red ink over his signature. 

Sec. 15. The records of births and deaths shall be preserved by the county regis- 
trar and shall be open to inspection for proper purposes by all city, town, or county 
officials, by the State- registrar or his accredited representative, provided that such 
examination shall be made in such a way that the contents of the registers shall not 
be subjected to risk of damage or alteration and prompt registry of births and deaths 
received by the registrar shall not be interrupted. The county registrar shall promptly 
inquire into the facts when any omissions or discrepancies in the personal or statis- 
tical facts are called to his attention; shall truly ascertain such missing facts of record 
and make a certified statement thereof to the State registrar and enter the correction 
in red ink over his official signature upon his record. The county registrar shall fur- 
ther inquire into and investigate all violations or suspected violations of this act and 
shall furnish to the State registrar full data and information regarding the same. 

Sec. 16. The county registrar shall receive for performing the services required 
under this subtitle the following fees: For each full record of birth or death, 25 cents, 
to be paid by the county upon warrant of the county commissioners: Provided, That 
in any county where the county health officer or registrar receives a salary of $800 
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per annum or more he shall receive 10 cents for each birth or death recorded in his 
register instead of 25 cents. 

The deputy local registrar shall receive for performing the services required under 
this subtitle the following fees: For each proper and correct certificate of death or 
birth delivered by him to the local registrar as provided in this act, the sum of 25 
cents, to be paid by the county upon warrant of the county commissioners. 

The local registrar shall receive for performing the services required under this sub- 
title the following fees: For each proper and correct record of birth or death as provided 
in this act, except those transmitted to him by any deputy local registrar, the sum of 
25 cents, to be paid by the county upon warrant of the county commissioners, and in 
the case where such records are transmitted by the deputy local registrar such deputy 
local registrar shall receive such fee in his stead. For each transcript of a birth or 
death as provided in section 8 of this act to be transmitted to the county registrar, the 
local registrar shall receive the sum of 10 cents, to be paid by the county upon war- 
rant of the county commissioners. The State registrar shall certify to each county, 
local, and deputy local registrar quarterly, if it shall be considered expedient, the 
number of properly executed certificates of births and deaths received from each 
county, local, or deputy local registrar for which fees are provided by this section for 
the year or portion of a year included. 

The State registrar shall certify on each certificate the total amount owing to the 
person to whom such certificate is issued: Provided, That the State registrar shall 
certify separately the number of incomplete, defective, or belated certificates, and for 
such incomplete, defective, or belated certificates a fee shall be certified equal to one- 
half the amount of compensation provided in this section for proper and correct cer- 
tificates and records of births and deaths. 

Sec. 19. That every physician, midwife,' and undertaker shall, without delay, 
register his or her name, address, and occupation with the local registrar of the dis- 
trict in which he or she resides or may hereafter establish a residence, and shall there- 
upon be supplied by the local registrar with a copy of this act, together with such 
rules and regulations as may be prepared by the State board of health relative to its 
enforcement. Within 30 days after the close of each calendar year each local registrar 
shall make a return to the State registrar of all physicians, midwives, and undertakers 
who have been registered in his district during the whole or any part of the preceding 
calendar year: Provided, That no fee or other compensation shall be charged by local 
registrars to physicians, midwives, or undertakers for registering their names under 
the section or making returns thereof to the State registrar. 

That all superintendents or managers or other persons in charge of hospitals, alms- 
houses, lying-in or other institutions, public or private, to which persons resort for 
treatment of diseases or are confined or are committed by process of law are hereby 
required to make record of all the personal and statistical particulars relative to the 
inmates in their institutions at the date upon which this act takes force and effect 
that are required in the forms or the certificates provided for in this act, as directed 
by the State registrar, and thereafter such record shall be by them made for all future 
inmates at the time of their admission. And in case of persons admitted or committed 
for medical treatment of disease the physician in charge shall specify for entry in the 
record the nature of the disease, and where, in his opinion, it was contracted. The 
personal particulars and information required by this section shall be obtained from 
the individual himself if it is practicable to do so, and when they can not be obtained 
they shall be secured in as complete a manner as possible from relatives, friends, or 
other persons acquainted with the facts. 



